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American? 

British? 

Check journal guidelines.  
Be consistent. 



American English British English 
Analyze  Analyse  
Anemia Anaemia 
Behavior Behaviour 
Catalyze Catalyse 
Fiber Fibre  
Signaling Signalling  
Hemoglobin Haemoglobin 
Photolyze Photolyse 

Common Differences Between American and British English 
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Don’t run-on.  

First we collected the 
adult samples, which 

were all approximately 
300 g, but some 

samples were also 
collected from the 

juvenile stage, with an 
average weight of 178 

g, and 10 samples from 
each stage were 

collected. 
 

Shorter is usually 
better. 
Be precise. 
Be clear. 

Ten adult (≈ 300 g) and 
ten juvenile (≈ 178 g) 

samples were 
collected.  
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Don’t bore your reader with repeated words! 

Use a thesaurus to 
vary your vocabulary.  

The bovine viral diarrhea virus 
(BVDV) causes a complex of 

diseases. BVDV causes systemic 
infection. BVDV causes mucosal 

disease. 
 

Or…. 

The bovine viral diarrhea virus 
(BVDV) causes a complex of 
diseases. BVDV infection is 
systemic and can produce 

mucosal disease.  
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Take care with word selection. 

Like  Such as  
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Also  Furthermore  

Is able to  Can  

Utilize  Use 

Related to / 
Associated with 

Declaración de Singapur 
sobre la Integridad en la 
Investigación 
Singapore Statement on 
Research Integrity 

Because  
Since / Given 
that 



Rules and tips to remember 

Affect = Verb 
Effect = Noun Insure = El acto de comprar un seguro de 

auto, salud, etc.  
 

Ensure = Asegurar  

That = Critical to understand the phrase 
This suggests that FhCHS1 is not flower specific and 
can be involved in the biosynthesis of other 
flavonoids.  

 
Which = Adds information to the phrase 

Flower color, which is mainly determined by 
betalains, carotenoids and flavonoids, is one of the 
most important characteristics in ornamental plants.  
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Automatic spell checks 

mRNA v. Mrna  
 
Spell check 
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Singular Plural 

Criterion Criteria 

Singular Plural 

Medium Media 

Singular Plural 

Axis Axes 

Singular Plural 

Datum Data 
Singular Plural 

Fungus Fungi 

Singular Plural 

Bacterium Bacteria 

Singular Plural 

Nucleus Nuclei 


